
It’s Not All Downhill 
From Here
by Terry McMillan
When an unexpected loss turns her 
world upside down, Loretha will have 
to summon all her strength, 
resourcefulness, and determina�on to 
keep on thriving, pursue joy, heal old 
wounds, and chart new paths. With a 
li�le help from her friends, of course.

When No One is 
Watching
by Alyssa Cole
Sydney Green is Brooklyn born and raised, 
but her beloved neighborhood seems to 
change every �me she blinks.  To hold 
onto her community's past and present, 
Sydney channels her frustra�on into a 
walking tour and finds an unlikely and 
unwanted assistant in her neighbor Theo.

The Personal Librarian
by Marie Benedict & Victoria 
Christopher Murray
Belle becomes a fixture on the New 
York society scene and one of the most 
powerful people in the art and book 
world as she helps build a world-class 
collec�on for the Pierpont Morgan 
Library. But Belle has a secret, one she 
must protect at all costs.

The Other Black Girl
by Zakiya Dalila Harris
Editorial assistant Nella Rogers is 
tired of being the only Black employee 
at Wagner Books. Fed up with the 
isolation and microaggressions, she's 
thrilled when Harlem-born Hazel 
starts working in the cubicle beside 
hers, but a string of uncomfortable 
events elevates Hazel to Ofce 
Darling, and Nella is left in the dust.

Such A Fun Age
by Kiley Reid
Alix Chamberlain is a woman who gets 
what she wants and has made a living, 
with her confidence-driven brand, 
showing other women how to do the 
same. So she is shocked when her 
babysi�er, Emira Tucker, is confronted 
while watching the Chamberlains' toddler 
one night, walking the aisles of their local 
high-end supermarket.

Transcendent Kingdom
by Yaa Gyasi
Gi�y is a sixth-year PhD candidate in 
neuroscience at the Stanford University 
School of Medicine studying the neural 
circuits of depression and addic�on. Her 
brother was a gi�ed high school athlete 
who died of a heroin overdose. Her 
suicidal mother is living in her bed. Gi�y is 
determined to discover the scien�fic basis 
for the suffering she sees all around her.

The Fifth Season
by N. K. Jemisin
This is the way the world ends. . .for the 
last �me. It starts with the great red ri� 
across the heart of the world's sole 
con�nent, spewing ash that blots out 
the sun. It starts with death, with a 
murdered son and a missing daughter. 
It starts with betrayal, and long 
dormant wounds rising up to fester.

Yinka, Where is your 
Huzband
by Lizzie Damilola Blackburn
Meet Yinka: a thirty-something, Oxford-
educated, Bri�sh Nigerian woman with a 
well-paid job, good friends, and a mother 
whose constant refrain is "Yinka, where is 
your huzband?" When her cousin gets 
engaged, Yinka commences Opera�on 
Find-A-Date for Rachel's Wedding. 
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Their Eyes Were 
Watching God
by Zora Neale Hurston
Their Eyes Were Watching God brings 
to life a Southern love story with the 
wit and pathos. Out of print for almost 
thirty years Hurston's classic has 
become perhaps the most widely read 
and highly acclaimed novel in the 
canon of African-American literature.

The Nickel Boys
by Colson Whitehead
When Elwood Cur�s is unfairly sentenced 
to a juvenile reformatory called the Nickel 
Academy, he finds himself trapped in a 
grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood's 
only salva�on is his friendship with fellow 
"delinquent" Turner who is convinced 
that Elwood is hopelessly naive, the world 
is crooked, and that the only way to 
survive is to scheme and avoid trouble.

Yellow Wife
by Sadeqa Johnson
Born on a planta�on in Charles City, 
Virginia, Pheby Delores Brown has lived 
a rela�vely sheltered life. Shielded by 
her mother's posi�on as the estate's 
medicine woman and cherished by the 
Master's sister, she is set apart from the 
others on the planta�on, belonging to 
neither world.

The Water Dancer
by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Hiram Walker was born into bondage. 
When his mother was sold away, Hiram 
was robbed of all memory of her--but was 
gi�ed with a mysterious power. Years 
later, when Hiram almost drowns in a 
river, that same power saves his life. This 
brush with death births an urgency in 
Hiram and a daring scheme: to escape 
from the only home he's ever known.

Deacon King Kong
by James McBride
In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky 
old church deacon known as Sportcoat 
shuffles into the courtyard of the Cause 
Houses housing project in south 
Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, 
and, in front of everybody, shoots the 
project's drug dealer at point-blank 
range.

The Prophets
by Robert Jones
Isaiah was Samuel's and Samuel was 
Isaiah's. In the barn they tended to the 
animals, but also to each other. But when 
a fellow slave seeks to gain favor by 
preaching the master's gospel on the 
planta�on, the enslaved begin to turn on 
their own. Isaiah and Samuel's love is 
seen as sinful and a clear danger to the 
planta�on's harmony.

Black Leopard Red Wolf
by Marlon James
Tracker is known far and wide for his skills 
as a hunter. Engaged to track down a 
mysterious boy who disappeared three 
years earlier, Tracker breaks his own rule 
of always working alone. The group 
searching is full of unusual characters 
with secrets of their own, including a 
shape-shi�ing man-animal known as 
Leopard.

My Sister, the Serial 
Killer
by Oyinkan Braithwaite
Korede is bi�er. How could she not be? 
Her sister, Ayoola, is many things: the 
favorite child, the beau�ful one, 
possibly sociopathic. And now Ayoola's 
third boyfriend in a row is dead.

Sing, Unburied, Sing
by Jesmyn Ward
Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to 
understand what it means to be a man. 
He doesn't lack in fathers to study: his 
Black grandfather, Pop; his absent White 
father, Michael (being released from 
prison); his absent White grandfather, Big 
Joseph (won't acknowledge his 
existence); and the memories of his dead 
uncle, Given (died as a teenager).

The Vanishing Half
by Brit Bennett
The Vignes twin sisters will always be 
iden�cal. But a�er growing up together 
in a small, southern black community 
and running away at age sixteen, it's 
not just the shape of their daily lives 
that is different as adults, it's 
everything: their families, their 
communi�es, their racial iden��es.

An American Marriage
by Tayari Jones
Newlyweds Celes�al and Roy are the 
embodiment of both the American 
Dream and the New South. He is a young 
execu�ve, and she is an ar�st on the brink 
of an exci�ng career. But as they se�le 
into the rou�ne of their life together, they 
are ripped apart by circumstances neither 
could have imagined.

Red at the Bone
by Jacqueline Woodson
It is the evening of sixteen-year-old 
Melody's coming of age ceremony in her 
grandparents' Brooklyn brownstone. She 
wears a special custom-made dress. But 
sixteen years earlier, that very dress was 
measured and sewn for a different 
wearer: Melody's mother, for her own 
ceremony-- a celebra�on that ul�mately 
never took place.
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